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This is the fifth renovation of this historic down-
town church originally constructed in 1863. 
The project is a combination of restoration, 
preservation, and new construction. The nave, 
chancel, gallery, gathering area, and entry vesti-
bule were extensively renovated to incorporate 
new lighting, sound, and mechanical systems, 
as well as new wood flooring and painted wall 
and ceiling decoration. 

Central to the new gathering space within 
the nave is the new baptismal pool and infant 
font. The 1876 marble infant font and the new 
hexagonal immersion pool are integrated 
together to provide for the baptism of infants 
and adults. On axis with the font is the colum-
barium, a contemplative place defined by a 
curved bench and a wood and glass screen wall 
that joins new life in Christ with the resurrected 
life of the faithful. 

The freestanding marble, limestone, and 
mosaic tile altar is a reworking of the former 
high altar. The inlaid limestone “rug” around 
the altar creates a generous liturgical zone, 
which is further defined by four new brass 
candle stands. 

Though the colors have been softened for 
modern lighting, the painted decoration on the 
chancel walls is a faithful recreation of the origi-
nal designs. The historic blue sky ceiling and 
gold leaf stars were restored. The original pat-
terns were discovered through a painstaking 

process that revealed and documented each 
layer of paint since 1865. 

A very important element in the project is the 
ability for the assembly to be shaped in a variety 
of ways to participate in a variety of liturgical 
celebrations and other events. The Civil War era 
pews were replaced with oak chairs to provide 
maximum flexibility. 

Jury Comments
This renovation blends the best of contempo-
rary use with the building’s historic fabric. A 
good example is the font, which is a wonderful 
combination of old and new. A beautiful color 
palette inside enlivens the ceiling in the main 
nave. The new flexibility of the space is the best 
part of the design. The result is a very pleasant 
space that allows liturgical experimentation. 
It’s a remarkable transformation of how people 
worship, and an example of how a congrega-
tion can adapt its worship space for new uses.


